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1 The primary, secondary, and seasonal 
credit rates described in this section apply to 
both advances and discounts made under the 
primary, secondary, and seasonal credit pro-
grams, respectively. 

§ 201.5 Limitations on availability and 
assessments. 

(a) Lending to undercapitalized insured 
depository institutions. A Federal Re-
serve Bank may make or have out-
standing advances to or discounts for a 
depository institution that it knows to 
be an undercapitalized insured deposi-
tory institution, only: 

(1) If, in any 120-day period, advances 
or discounts from any Federal Reserve 
Bank to that depository institution are 
not outstanding for more than 60 days 
during which the institution is an 
undercapitalized insured depository in-
stitution; or 

(2) During the 60 calendar days after 
the receipt of a written certification 
from the chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors or the head of the appropriate 
federal banking agency that the bor-
rowing depository institution is viable; 
or 

(3) After consultation with the Board 
of Governors. In unusual cir-
cumstances, when prior consultation 
with the Board is not possible, a Fed-
eral Reserve Bank should consult with 
the Board as soon as possible after ex-
tending credit that requires consulta-
tion under this paragraph (a)(3). 

(b) Lending to critically undercapital-
ized insured depository institutions. A 
Federal Reserve Bank may make or 
have outstanding advances to or dis-
counts for a depository institution that 
it knows to be a critically under-
capitalized insured depository institu-
tion only: 

(1) During the 5-day period beginning 
on the date the institution became a 
critically undercapitalized insured de-
pository institution; or 

(2) After consultation with the Board 
of Governors. In unusual cir-
cumstances, when prior consultation 
with the Board is not possible, a Fed-
eral Reserve Bank should consult with 
the Board as soon as possible after ex-
tending credit that requires consulta-
tion under this paragraph (b)(2). 

(c) Assessments. The Board of Gov-
ernors will assess the Federal Reserve 
Banks for any amount that the Board 
pays to the FDIC due to any excess loss 
in accordance with section 10B(b) of 
the Federal Reserve Act. Each Federal 
Reserve Bank shall be assessed that 
portion of the amount that the Board 

of Governors pays to the FDIC that is 
attributable to an extension of credit 
by that Federal Reserve Bank, up to 1 
percent of its capital as reported at the 
beginning of the calendar year in which 
the assessment is made. The Board of 
Governors will assess all of the Federal 
Reserve Banks for the remainder of the 
amount it pays to the FDIC in the 
ratio that the capital of each Federal 
Reserve Bank bears to the total capital 
of all Federal Reserve Banks at the be-
ginning of the calendar year in which 
the assessment is made, provided, how-
ever, that if any assessment exceeds 50 
percent of the total capital and surplus 
of all Federal Reserve Banks, whether 
to distribute the excess over such 50 
percent shall be made at the discretion 
of the Board of Governors. 

[Reg. A, 67 FR 67787, Nov. 7, 2002] 

§ 201.51 Interest rates applicable to 
credit extended by a Federal Re-
serve Bank.1 

(a) Primary credit. The interest rates 
for primary credit provided to deposi-
tory institutions under § 201.4(a) are: 

Federal reserve bank Rate Effective 

Boston ............................... 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
New York ........................... 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
Philadelphia ....................... 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
Cleveland .......................... 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
Richmond .......................... 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
Atlanta ............................... 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
Chicago ............................. 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
St. Louis ............................ 3.25 December 15, 2004. 
Minneapolis ....................... 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
Kansas City ....................... 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
Dallas ................................ 3.25 December 14, 2004. 
San Francisco ................... 3.25 December 14, 2004. 

(b) Secondary credit. The interest 
rates for secondary credit provided to 
depository institutions under § 201.4(b) 
are: 

Federal reserve bank Rate Effective 

Boston ............................... 3.75 December 14, 2004 
New York ........................... 3.75 December 14, 2004 
Philadelphia ....................... 3.75 December 14, 2004 
Cleveland .......................... 3.75 December 14, 2004 
Richmond .......................... 3.75 December 14, 2004 
Atlanta ............................... 3.75 December 14, 2004 
Chicago ............................. 3.75 December 14, 2004 
St. Louis ............................ 3.75 December 15, 2004 
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Federal reserve bank Rate Effective 

Minneapolis ....................... 3.75 December 14, 2004 
Kansas City ....................... 3.75 December 14, 2004 
Dallas ................................ 3.75 December 14, 2004 
San Francisco ................... 3.75 December 14, 2004 

(c) Seasonal credit. The rate for sea-
sonal credit extended to depository in-
stitutions under § 201.4(c) is a flexible 
rate that takes into account rates on 
market sources of funds. 

(d) Primary credit rate in a financial 
emergency. (1) The primary credit rate 
at a Federal Reserve Bank is the target 
federal funds rate of the Federal Open 
Market Committee if: 

(i) In a financial emergency the Re-
serve Bank has established the primary 
credit rate at that rate; and 

(ii) The Chairman of the Board of 
Governors (or, in the Chairman’s ab-
sence, his authorized designee) certifies 
that a quorum of the Board is not 
available to act on the Reserve Bank’s 
rate establishment. 

(2) For purposes of this paragraph (d), 
a financial emergency is a significant 
disruption to the U.S. money markets 
resulting from an act of war, military 
or terrorist attack, natural disaster, or 
other catastrophic event. 

[Reg. A, 67 FR 67787, Nov. 7, 2002, as amended 
at 68 FR 1794, Jan. 14, 2003; 68 FR 41054, July 
10, 2003; 69 FR 41389, July 9, 2004; 69 FR 51002, 
Aug. 17, 2004; 69 FR 57836, Sept. 28, 2004; 69 FR 
67635, Nov. 19, 2004; 69 FR 75819, Dec. 20, 2004] 

INTERPRETATIONS 

§ 201.104 Eligibility of consumer loans 
and finance company paper. 

(a) The Board of Governors has clari-
fied and modified its position with re-
spect to the eligibility of consumer 
loans and finance company paper for 
discount with and as collateral for ad-
vances by the reserve banks. 

(b) Section 13, paragraph 2, of the 
Federal Reserve Act authorizes a Fed-
eral Reserve Bank, under certain con-
ditions, to discount for member banks 

* * * notes, drafts, and bills of exchange 
arising out of actual commercial trans-
actions; that is, notes, drafts, and bills of ex-
change issued or drawn for agricultural, in-
dustrial, or commercial purposes, or the pro-
ceeds of which have been used, or are to be 
used, for such purposes, the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System to 
have the right to determine or define the 

character of the paper thus eligible for dis-
count, within the meaning of this Act. 

(c) It continues to be the opinion of 
the Board that borrowing for the pur-
pose of purchasing goods is borrowing 
for a commercial purpose, whether the 
borrower intends to use the goods him-
self or to resell them. Hence, loans 
made to enable consumers to purchase 
automobiles or other goods should be 
included under commercial, agricul-
tural, and industrial paper within the 
meaning of the Federal Reserve Act, 
and as such are eligible for discounting 
with the Reserve Banks and as security 
for advances from the Reserve Banks 
under section 13, paragraph 8, of the 
Federal Reserve Act as long as they 
conform to requirements with respect 
to maturity and other matters. This 
applies equally to loans made directly 
by banks to consumers and to paper ac-
cepted by banks from dealers or fi-
nance companies. It also applies to 
notes of finance companies themselves 
as long as the proceeds of such notes 
are used to finance the purchase of con-
sumer goods or for other purposes 
which are eligible within the meaning 
of the Federal Reserve Act. 

(d) If there is any question as to 
whether the proceeds of a note of a fi-
nance company have been or are to be 
used for a commercial, agricultural, or 
industrial purpose, a financial state-
ment of the finance company reflecting 
an excess of notes receivable which ap-
pear eligible for rediscount (without 
regard to maturity) over total current 
liabilities (i.e., notes due within 1 year) 
may be taken as an indication of eligi-
bility. Where information is lacking as 
to whether direct consumer loans by a 
finance company are for eligible pur-
poses, it may be assumed that 50 per-
cent of such loans are ‘‘notes receiv-
able which appear eligible for redis-
count’’. In addition, that language 
should be regarded as including notes 
given for the purchase of mobile homes 
that are acquired by a finance company 
from a dealer-seller of such homes. 

(e) The principles stated above apply 
not only to notes of a finance company 
engaged in making consumer loans but 
also to notes of a finance company en-
gaged in making loans for other eligi-
ble purposes, including business and 
agricultural loans. Under section 13a of 
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